
Drowning News Clipping Summary Jan-Dec 2010
County Date Sex Location Survival PFD Use Incident Motor 

Vechicle
Boating 
Related

Contributing 
Factors

Adams 4/16/2010 M Sprague Lake NO Victim 72 year old man capsized in a fishing boat while 
trying to land a fish. He was wheelchair bound and not 
wearing a PFD.

Adams 4/16/2010 M Sprague Lake NO Victim 53 year old man capsized in a fishing boat while 
trying to land a fish. He was not wearing a PFD.

Benton 3/20/2010 M Irrigation canal - 
Chandler Cannel near 
Prosser

NO Victim 5 year old boy slipped into the canal while throwing 
sticks with 7 & 10 year old cousins. The older cousin  
jumped in to rescue him, but climbed out to call for help 
when the current got too strong.

Benton 6/27/2010 M Columbia River @ 
Marina Park

NO Victim 50 year old man attempted to swim to a floating 
dock 250 feet offshore with a friend. The friend turned back 
and lost site of man, who was found approx. 2 hours later in 
15 feet of water.

Benton 6/15/2010 M Columbia River @ 
Finley Park

NO Victim 14 year old boy drowned while swimming with a 
friend. He never surfaced after the first jump into the water.

Cold & swift waters

Benton 7/27/2010 M Columbia River at 
Wade Park

NO Victim 11 year old boy was missing, discovered in the water, 
and pulled unconscious from the river. CPR was performed, 
but he did not survive.

Chelan 6/22/2010 M Wenatchee River 
near Cashmere

NO Victim 18 year old man drowned while swimming with 
friends. He cramped up and drifted into the strong current 
soon after jumping in. He was rescued, but did not respond 
to CPR.

Cold & swift waters

Chelan 7/4/2010 M Chelan NO Victim4 year old boy nearly drowned in a private swimming 
pool. Emergency personnel performed life saving CPR and 
transported to the hospital.

Chelan 8/5/2010 M Motel Swimming Pool NO Victim 52 year old man drowned in a swimming pool at the 
Moonlight Motor Lodge. People in the area performed CPR, 
but he did not respond.

Clark 4/12/2010 M Ridgefield National 
Wildlife Refuge

NO Victim was an elderly man who was found in a partially 
submerged, upside down car in a pond.  Rescuers were 
unable to revive him.

Clark 4/12/2010 F Ridgefield National 
Wildlife Refuge

NO Victim was an elderly woman who was found in a partially 
submerged, upside down car in a pond.  Rescuers were 
unable to revive her.

Clark 5/31/2010 M Lacamas Creek near 
Camas

NO Victim 17 year old man was discovered in the creek by 
hikers, the circumstances of death unknown, but ruled a 
drowning.
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Clark 8/16/2010 M Washougal River NO Victim 27 year old drowned after he and a friend fell off a 
bridge.  Two other men called for help, but when law 
enforcement arrived he was pronounced dead presumably 
by drowning. .

Alcohol

Cowlitz 7/24/2010 M Toutle River NO Victim 24 year old man drowned while swimming 40 yards 
across the river, he reached the rocks on the other side, but 
then disappeared.  His body was recovered by divers.

Douglas 9/4/2010 M Columbia River NO Victim 63 year old man fell off an inflatable raft into rough 
waters while fishing. The other fisherman was unable to 
locate him and he is presumed to have drowned.

Douglas 9/4/2010 M Columbia River No Victim 63 year old man was fishing in an inflatable boat 
when he went missing. After days of searching, he was 
discovered October 6 near Wells Dam.

Franklin 5/8/2010 M Scooteney Reservoir 
near Othello

NO Victim 39 year old man when a paddle fishing boat designed 
for one person capsized with four men. He did not resurface.

Unsafe boating 
practices

Franklin 8/15/2010 M Scooteney Reservoir 
near Othello

NO Victim 26 year old man drowned while swimming with 
relatives. He went under while swimming to a dock, people 
attempted to rescue him, but were unsuccessful.

Grant 7/24/2010 M Lake Roosevelt near 
Spring Canyon

NO Victim 23 year old man drowned while swimming with 
friends, They reported he rolled off an inner tube and 
disappeared. They did locate him sometime later and 
performed CPR, but it was too late to save him.

Inhalant use prior 
to entering water

Grant 8/26/2010 M Utility Storm Drain on 
Deacon Street, 

NO Victim 60 year old man drowned attempting to clear out a 
storm drain in the city utility system.

Grays Harbor 7/22/2010 M Wynooche River NO Victim 51 year old man was discovered floating face down 
in the river, pulled from the water, and CPR was performed, 
but he could not be revived.

Grays Harbor 6/30/2010 M Swimming Pool @ 
Polynesian Resort

NO Victim 80 year old man nearly drowned, but was rescued 
from the bottom of the pool, CPR was preformed and he 
was transported to Harborview.

Island 7/31/2010 F Whidbey Island NO Victim 40 year old woman drowned after jumping from 
Deception Pass Bridge. Law enforcement suspects suicide.

Suicide

Jefferson 6/4/2010 M Puget Sound @ Mats 
Mats, north of Port 
Ludlow

NO Victim 54 year old man was presumed to have drowned 
while launching a boat.  He was rescued and given CPR, but 
did not survive.

Event & problems 
occurred while 
launching a boat

Jefferson 10/19/2010 F Discovery Bay No Victim 57 year old woman was found in the bay. No cause 
of death could be determined by the medical examiner.
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Jefferson 10/11/2010 M Hoh River No Victim 21 year old tribal fisherman disappeared when his 
boat capsized while fishing. His sister was able to swim to 
the bank, but he was swept down with the netting and boat. 
His was found on November 25, 2010.

King 2/27/2010 M Lake Washington 
near Kirkland

NO Victim 35 year old man was found 15 yards offshore in 
jogging clothes. Circumstances of drowning are unknown, 
but no foul play was suspected.

King 3/28/2010 F Redondo Beach NO Victim 50 year old woman was scuba diving with an 
instructor in 50 feet of water.  The instructor notice her face 
mask was full of water ~ 10 minutes later, she was rescued, 
and hospitalized in critical condition.

King 4/22/2010 M Cedar River NO Victim 61 year old man was found in the river the day after 
he was reported missing. Unknown circumstances.

King 6/4/2010 F Lake Sawyer NO Victim 16 month old girl nearly drowned while at picnic with 
family,  She was found face down, given CPR, and taken to 
the hospital.

King 6/24/2010 M Lake Sammamish 
State Park @ Tibbetts 
Beach

NO Victim 23 year old man became fatigued and disappeared 
underwater at a designated swim area.  He was recovered 
more than 30 minutes later.

King 7/10/2010 M Lake Washington NO Victim ( a Korean exchange student)   was swimming in 
Madison Park 1/2 hr after lifeguards went off duty. He was 
swimming to diving platform from beach.  His friends lost 
site of him. Others found him and started PR.  Medics 
regained pulse, transported to hospital and died the 
following day. f him.  They 25 year old man was pulled 
unconscious from the water and died the following day at 
the hospital.  Official cause of death freshwater drowning.

King 7/5/2010 M Snoqualmie River NO Victim 39 year old man was discovered in the river under a 
log debris jam. He was presumed drowned but cause of 
death unknown.

Unknown 
circumstances

King 6/24/2010 M Shadow Lake NO Victim 60 year old man was discovered in the lake by two 
passing teenagers who rescued him, called 911, and 
performed CPR until help arrived. Victim was transported to 
the hospital, but died the following day.

King 7/6/2010 M Green Lake No Victim was found by passerby face down in 2-3 feet of 
water near Bathhouse Theater.  Medics unable to revive 
him.  Unsure if had heart attack and fell in water.

Possible heart 
attack

King 9/20/2010 M Lake Washington No Victim 62 year old man was discovered approximatey 300 
yards offshore.  The Medical Examiner ruled the death a 
freshwater drowning.

Unknown
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King 10/21/2010 F Puget Sound at 
Ballard Bridge

No Victim 33 year old woman was found in the water with a 
head injury near a ship where she worked. She had been 
reported missing a day earlier by relatives.

Kitsap 12/21/2010 F Port Madison No Victim 50 year old woman was rescued after gusty winds 
pulled her and another commerical geoduck harvester out 
to 85 foot depths. Both were transported to hospital, 
condition unknown.

Kitsap 12/21/2010 M Port Madison No Victim 27 year old man was rescued after gusty winds pulled 
her and another commerical geoduck harvester out to 85 
foot depths. Both were transported to hospital, condition 
unknown.

Kittitas 7/21/2010 M Thunderbird Motel, 
Ellensburg

NO Victim 55 year old man was found at the bottom of the 
pool, pulled, and CPR was attempted. He did not survive, a 
mark on his head was noted.

Kittitas 7/14/2010 M Lake Easton NO Victim 26 year old man was discovered in the lake.  Law 
enforcement ruled the drowning a suicide.

Suicide

Kittitas 9/12/2010 M Lake Keechelus NO Victim 41 year old man drowned after the canoe he and a 
friend were in overturned approximately 50 yards off 
shore.  Both men were recovered by law enforcement 
divers.

Kittitas 9/12/2010 M Lake Keechelus NO Victim 48 year old man drowned after the canoe he and a 
friend were in overturned approximately 50 yards off shore. 
Both men were recovered by law enforcement divers.

Kittitas 9/13/2010 M Lake Keechlus No Victim 41 year old man was one of two who drowned as the 
result of a canoe accident. It is suspected the canoe 
capsized and neither men was wearing a life jacket.  See 
record # 87.

Kittitas 9/13/2010 M Lake Keechlus No Victim 41 year old man was one of two who drowned as the 
result of a canoe accident. It is suspected the canoe 
capsized and neither men was wearing a life jacket.  See 
record # 86.

Lewis 3/7/2010 F Swimming Pool 
Thorbeckes Fitness 
Center

NO Victim 52 year old woman was discovered at the bottom of 
the pool by lifeguards, she was pulled out, and CPR was 
performed. She could not be revived by staff or paramedics.

Mason 2/12/2010 M Oakland Bay, near SR 
3 Shelton

NO Victim 49 year old man dies of saltwater drowning by 
unknown circumstances. The Sheriff Dept. does not suspect 
foul play.

Mason 7/14/2010 M Puget Sound near 
Harstine Island

NO Victim 67 year old man was found floating in the water. His 
boat was discovered running at some rate of speed near the 
marina. No injuries were reported, but drowning is 
suspected.
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Okanogan 5/19/2010 M Methow River NO Victim 48 year old man apparently drowned after his car 
was discovered in the river by relatives and law 
enforcement. His body was not in the car.

Alcohol

Pacific 4/23/2010 M North Head 
Lighthouse near 

NO Victim 54 year old man fell from the rock cliff while fishing. 
The official cause of death was drowning.

Pacific 6/29/2010 M Klipsan Beach, Pacific 
Ocean

Yes Victim was kayaking and wearing wet suit and PFD.  He was 
found face down in the water.  EMS worked on for 20 min 
before transporting to hosp.  Unsure if death due to 
drowning or injury.

Pend Oreille 8/4/2010 F Horseshoe Lake NO Victim 23 year old woman drowned while swimming with 
ten other friends across the lake. Four people were tangled 
in milfoil and had to be pulled out. She did not survive.

Milfoil aquatic 
weeds

Pierce 5/15/2010 M Lake Tapps NO Victim 32 year old man went into the water, fully clothed, at 
a roped off swimming area. Family members said she could 
not swim.

Pierce 6/28/2010 M Puyallup River near 
Tacoma

NO Victim 45 year old man was discovered floating in the river. 
Circumstances are unknown, but no foul play is suspected.

Pierce 7/10/2010 M Lake Tapps NO Victim 24 year old man drowned after disappearing under 
water while swimming with family.

Pierce 7/9/2010 M American Lake NO Victim 28 year old man died at the hospital after lifeguards 
pulled from the water, performed CPR, and revived him at 
the scene.

hypothermia

Pierce 7/8/2010 M American Lake NO Victim 21 year old man drowned after jumping out of a boat 
and became fatigued attempting to swim  to shore.

hypothermia

Pierce 7/17/2010 F Puyallup River NO Victim 33 year old woman drowned in the river after 
slipping on rocks while trying to retrieve something from 
the water.

Pierce 8/1/2010 M Lake Tapps NO Victim 20 year old man drowned after jumping from a 
bridge into 47 feet of water.  Two men jumped and only one 
resurfaced.

Pierce 8/12/2010 M White River near Mt. 
Rainier

NO Victim 11 year old boy was swept away while trying to cross 
the river with his uncle.  The uncle attempted to hold on to 
him as both were rushed down the river, but lost his grip.

Pierce 8/17/2010 M Lake Tapps NO Victim 4 year old boy was pulled from the lake and CPR was 
performed by a bystander until rescuers arrived.  He was 
transported to the hospital in

Skagit 7/8/2010 M Clear Lake NO Victim 7 year old boy was pulled from the lake after an 
unknown teenage bystander saw him floating face down.  
He performed CPR and left when paramedics arrived.
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Skagit 8/14/2010 M Skagit River near 
Burlington

NO Victim 13 year old boy disappeared while wading in the river 
at a popular swimming spot for teenagers.  His body was 
discovered two weeks later by law enforcement.

Skagit 11/25/2010 M Cap Sante Boat Haven No Victim 54 year old man apparently drowned after falling in 
the water while walking his dog.

Skamania 2/28/2010 M Columbia River UNK Victim 55 year old man capsized in a canoe. He went out at 
1 AM and was reported missing at 8 AM.

Skamania 6/25/2010 M Columbia River near 
Stevenson

NO Victim 26 year old man was presumed drowned after his 
raft capsized and he disappeared underwater.

Cold & swift waters

Skamania 7/9/2010 M Dougan Falls  upper 
Washougal River

NO Victim 14 year old boy leg was pinned between two large 
rocks at a remote location near waterfalls. Approximately 
20 bystanders attempted to rescue him by holding his head 
above water and creating a blockade above stream to divert 
flow until Sheriff Dept. arrived.  He is in critical condition at 
Portland Hospital.

Snohomish 1/3/2010 M Edmonds 
Underwater Park

NO Victim 50 year old man was scuba diving, a witness saw him 
surface three times, call for help, and then went 
underwater. Two other divers pulled him out unconscious, 
but he died two days later.

Snohomish 4/11/2010 M Brackett's Landing 
Ferry Dock

NO Victim 62 year old man nearly drowned while scuba diving 
near the ferry dock. The crew from the ferry rescued him, 
performed CPR, and he was taken to the hospital and 
released.

Snohomish 7/16/2010 M Skykomish River NO Victim 17 year old boy drowned while floating the river with 
friends. He was flipped off of a raft, pulled into a roots & 
logs in swift waters, and unable to be rescued in time.

Small raft

Snohomish 7/14/2010 M Swimming Pool @ 
Apartment

NO Victim 4 year old boy nearly drowned, was pulled from a 
pool by father and brother, given CPR and revived prior to 
being transported to the hospital.

Snohomish 8/19/2010 M Lake Stevens NO Victim 42 year old man was struck by a ski boat while 
rowing on the lake. He did not resurfaced and was 
recovered the following day by the Sheriff's Dept.

Victim in a small 
racing craft hit by a 
ski boat

Snohomish 7/19/2010 M Snohomish River @ 
Route 522 crossing

NO Victim 67 year old man was pulled from the river and 
rescuers performed CPR, but were unable to revive him. 
Ruled a suicide.

Suicide

Snohomish 12/6/2010 M Pilchuck Creek No Victim 81 year old man was found in a creek near his 
property after he did not return from a fishing trip.  Cause of 
death was ruled a drowning.
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Spokane 3/19/2010 F Spokane River near 
Mission Park

NO Victim 42 year old woman was pulled from the river 
presumed to have drown. The medical examiner will 
determine cause of death; accident or suicide.

Spokane 3/27/2010 M Spokane River near 
Idaho Stateline

NO Victim 31 year old man was pulled from the river presumed 
to have drown, an autopsy will be performed to determine 
cause of death.

Spokane 6/24/2010 M Spokane River @ 
Corbin Park

NO Victim 28 year old man drowned after a canoe flipped over 
while floating the river with a friend.

Spokane 7/9/2010 F Witter Pool NO Victim 3 year old girl nearly drowned, but was resuscitated 
by a lifeguard at the pool. She was transported to the 
hospital and expected to survive.

Spokane 8/15/2010 F Residential swimming 
pool near Spokane

NO Victim 9 year old girl drowned in a friend's backyard 
swimming pool. The girl was discovered in the bottom of 
the pool during a party, but could not be revived.

Thurston 2/19/2010 M Deschutes Falls Park 
near Paul Bunyon 
Road

NO Victim 20 year old man disappeared during an overnight 
camping trip, the other campers awoke in the morning to 
find him missing.

Alcohol and camp 
site was very close 
to a cliff

Thurston 3/13/2010 M South Puget Sound 
Beach near Olympia

NO Victim 8 year old boy found presumed to have drown.  Last 
seen with his mother, the van they were driving was 
discovered overtaken by the tide at a remote beach.

Alcohol and unsafe 
driving

Thurston 3/13/2010 F South Puget Sound 
Beach near Olympia

NO Victim 29 year old woman presumed to have drown.  Last 
seen with her son, the van they were driving was discovered 
overtaken by the tide at a remote beach.

Alcohol and unsafe 
driving

Thurston 4/30/2010 M Deschutes River @ 
Tumwater Falls

NO Victim 8 month old boy near drowned when his stroller goy 
away from his mother a plunged into the river. He was 
rescued and given CPR by a bystander, Victor Moffett, and 
transported to the hospital.

Thurston 7/24/2010 M Deep Lake @ 
Millersylvania Park

NO Victim 50 year old man was reported missing from a group 
function.  As friends looked around they discovered his body 
floating in the water, attempted to revive, but he was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Thurston 8/23/2010 M Residential swimming 
pool

NO Victim 19 month old boy drowned while in the pool with a 6 
year old who was also struggling to keep the baby afloat.  
The babysitter had only been away forum the boys for a few 
minutes

Wahkiakum 10/10/2010 M Columbia River No Victim 46 year old man was sailing when his boat was hit by 
a strong gust of wind, the chair he was in was tore from the 
deck and he went overboard. Search boats were unable to 
locate him.
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Walla Walla 7/7/2010 M Walla Walla River @ 
Touchet Cliff

NO Victim 24 year old man was knocked unconscious and 
drowned after he jumped from a 14-foot cliff.

Alcohol

Whatcom 1/29/2010 M Lake Padden NO Victim 28 year old man died of accidental drowning after he 
and a  friend capsized in a canoe.  The friend stayed with the 
canoe, called for help with a cell phone, and was rescued.

Alcohol and unsafe 
boating practices

Whatcom 9/26/2010 M Bellingham Bay No Victim 18 year old man was found in the bay after he went 
missing after walking home from a nearby party.

Yakima 5/15/2010 M Naches River near 
Gleed

NO Victim 46 year old man dove into the river, may have hit 
head, and was last seen on the surface unresponsive by 
family members.

Alcohol & fast 
moving river

Yakima 4/30/2010 F Columbia River near 
Wishram

NO Victim 29 year old woman drowned in a fishing boat 
accident.  Four tribal members were swamped in 30 mph 
winds & high swells.

18 foot fishing 
boat in high swells

Yakima 4/30/2010 M Columbia River near 
Wishram

NO Victim 57 year old man drowned in a fishing boat accident.  
Four tribal members were swamped in 30 mph winds & high 
swells.

18 foot fishing 
boat in high swells

Yakima 4/30/2010 M Columbia River near 
Wishram

NO Victim 52 year old man drowned in a fishing boat accident.  
Four tribal members were swamped in 30 mph winds & high 
swells.

18 foot fishing 
boat in high swells

Yakima 6/27/2010 M Irrigation lateral @ 
Toppenish

NO Victim 57 year old man drowned in an irrigation lateral 
canal after slipping in while pushing a vehicle that was high 
centered.

Attempting to get 
a vehicle off a 
mound of soil

Yakima 7/28/2010 M Yakima River NO Victim 28 year old man was discovered in the river and likely 
died of drowning after falling in the river.

Heavy 
methamphetamine 

Yakima 8/7/2010 M Yakima River near 
Wapato

NO Victim 22 year old man had gone for a swim alone and 
never returned. A hiker discovered him the following day.

Yakima 8/6/2010 M Yakima River @ 
Donald Road

NO Victim 44 year old man nearly drowned while swimming 
across the river at a popular swimming area. He was 
rescued and transported to the hospital in critical condition.

Yakima 11/14/2010 M Toppenish Pond No Victim 50 year old man drowned in a pond when his canoe 
tipped over with two other passengers.  The others swam to 
shore and he disappeared.

Yakima 12/14/2010 M Roza Canal No Victim 23 year old man drowned when he fell into the swift 
canal waters while attempting to go around an adjacent 
fence.
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